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Oats see

By CARL HAHN
LIFE staff

SUNDRE — You can’t blame Bob
Mastin if he’s feeling his oats these
days.

The Sundre-area seed producer,
who has grown into the largest oat
seed reta]ler in the province, has 'been

grower on a win

ning roll

some bad fall weather hurt his entry
sample.

“I guess other people had had the
same problems, and [ won it.”

He ended up winning both the pedi-
greed division and the open oats class
with a sample of common seed as well.

This year he was up against about
seven other pedigreed entries and
twice as many common seed entries,
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he’d better enter a show somew}—lere.

had alreadv missed it_ he entered the

“They were bigger ones and it went

“That keeps a lot of the weeds —_

1ng seed —outo
plains.

1978, but ended up working for a farm
squinment company for six vears

while his dad and brother Cary kept
the qeed business goin

the hrothers farmed together then
Mastin bought out his brother in 1996
and it became a solo act.

Things went bad that year, though.
People were losing crops across the
province.

But instead of killing Mastin’s busi-
ness it made it stronger.

Because so many people lost their
oats crops it drove large companies
like UGG and Agricore almost com-
pletely out of the oat seed business, he
says, while it forced him to start find-
ing other sources of seed to service
his own customers.

“Tt would have been the spring of
‘97 | became the largest retailer of oats
in the province of Alberta.

“And I've increased that a little bit
every year.”

It wasn’t the only time persever-
ance paid off. Mastin points out that
he decided in 1996 to hang on to the
old Athabasca variety, even though
everybody else was letting it go.

“Most varieties last three or four
years now, and they’ve got something
new and improved,” he says.

“That’s one variety that 1 can grow
well here, because it’s a very early
maturing variety, and it has a decent
kernel and decent yield.”

But it turned out a hay processing
plant wanted a pedigreed oat for ex-
port to Japan as green feed.

The Japanese wanted the sweetest
oat hay on the market, and that hap-
pened to be Athabasca.
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nety that I won these seed shows w1th

Athabasca is far from the only vari-
ety he grows, however.

He keeps about seven or eight
available, so there’s an oat to match
any customer’s needs.

He has other growers working un-
der contract with different varieties,
and buys from other growers to make
sure he always has something for his
customers.

He’s finding the last-minute de-
mand for green feed seed is spilling
well into July now.

Instead of trying to expand his
growing operation, he turned to
sourcing, calling on the people he’d
bought seed from during the hard
years to fill the growing demand.

He doesn’t have to live with the
risk of losing a crop or failing certifi-
cation, and still gets the profit of the
markup.

What was once a way of diversify-
ing the farm has now taken over com-
pletely.

He slowly sold off the last of his cat-
tle, because selling 100,000 bushels of
seed a year (and growing ahout 40 per
cent of it) is about all one man can
handle.

From 1996 to 1998 he broke a bone
each year during the spring rush. It
was like he was giving himself a sign.

“That’s when I decided, ‘I've got to
start cutting back or I'll kill myself,"”
he laughs.

“When I'm here by myself, you
have to specialize or you’re probably
going to end up six feet under.”
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