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opas that Sundre Barley's fertility — coupled -
wsth his Innovative distribution plan — will change the fortunes of
d seed grr.mers and t:ereal farmers acrossthe

- Bob Mastin has high

. _B‘fﬁi&Mﬂiﬁﬁ FNNF.I}Y
LIFE editor .

The Dat ng has a new queen, ﬂm:l

- her name iz Sundre,. .

- Bob Mastin first laid eyes on the big,
bushy six-row barley during a field tour 1n
2005,

~From that moment on, the owner of Mas-
tin Seeds coveted her bountlful kernels
_ and silky smooth avwus.

Throe years later, Maslm Bid o bandfal

" of cereal farmers geross Central Aiberta
singing Sundre's praises. 1oo,

That prompled him lo organize a E‘icld .

% 1m1r to show off her chm'ms toa wuﬂer aud1

S ence.
DMastin is ccnﬁdem Sundres farlLllty e

coupled with his distribution plan — WIII
enable her fo dethrone Xeua, the ragnmg
qucen of feed barley,

- “I'm hoping that within three to f'cn.tr
- years sundre will be the Na. 1 feed variety
in Albertaand Saskatchewan,” says Mastin,

“It has the potential to do that. TT don’t

" make that happen, T'll feel kind of bad Lhal
mavbe 1 didn't do as good: ajobasl coulid
e

Located northcast oF Sundre inthe heart

aof. cattle country. Mastin's farm proved to

be the ideal place io grow oats and bariey
o for forage.

Wild-oat free, the land gave ‘ulas{m a
nalural advantage over his competition,

sarning him awards and the moniker “The

~OatKing”

But w}:len mad cow dlsea:sg.uprooted de-
mand for forage erops, the “King” sensed a

“fion helped to sell his bid,

need to diversify his oper'ttmn

Around the same time, Mastin was intro-

~ dueed to BT 566 during a crop tour at the

Lacombe Research Centre.

Tronically, the variety wasn't even 011 the
tour, Mastin says. It was growing in a fleld
100 metres over, :

“The four hroke to laok at T he reeﬁllq
with a laugh. ‘(The guide) was left standing

; ﬂl&l!‘ with a megaphone and no people.”

Mastin begged his seed supplier to court
the research cenire for the diatrlbutitm
rights 1o BT 566,

‘When it declined, he submrtted the Win-'

. r!mg proposal hlmfself

- BMastin named the barley after his home-
Loﬂ?niSun'dre. His first choice, Master, a
play on his Iast name, was taken already.
So were Alberts and Sylvan. -

- “There have been seéed growers gel vari-

- eiies before, but it has always been a con

sortium ar a group — never just to a single
seed grower. Iowas a matter of being at the

tight place at the risght time.”

Mastin's unique. app.roa:.h o dlstnbu—_

As a rule, 83 per cent of cereal grain

seed sold is common which leaves pedi-
-greed seed growers fo i‘ight over 15 per

cent, he explains, -
That encourages pedlgreed seed gruve—"

o ers to maximize their royalties when they'

release a new variety,

In some cascs, they've (:harged s mueh
as $1 per hushel more fﬂl‘ thel ir warlety I.han ;
f-nm'mérr‘l.a] epd

Con:tlnlged on Pag& 7.




mg different at almost every ona, says
<4 %:;s you a good idea how it migh




