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New idea lands major seed deal

By Michael Raine
Saskatoon newsroom
SUNDRE, Alta. — Bob Mastin has
carved an impressive notch on his seed

grower belt.

He is said to be the first small seed
grower in Western Canada to acquire
exclusive distribution rights for a new
public grain variety.

Sundre barley was developed at Al-
berta Agriculture’s Field Crop Devel-
opment Centre in Lacombe.

Mastin, who operates Mastin Seeds
near Sundre, Alta., will distribute it to
seed growers this spring and hopes his
lower fees and recommended distribu-
tion methods will result in greater sales
and longer future for the variety.

Sundre is a six-row, smooth awned,
large-seeded, conventional barley that
has the highest grain yield of any bar-
ley developed at Lacombe, beating out
previous champ Vivar. With forage
yields surpassing AC Lacombe by 12
percent, it’s also a strong ensiling per-
former.

Sundre has multiple gene resistance
to a variety of North American dis-
eases, similar to the small-seeded, six
row, rough-awned variety Manny.
Lodging can be a weakness, but only
in the highest fertility situations.

Mastin said good timing and a new
idea for handling plant breeders’ rights
were instrumental in helping him as
a small seed grower acquire control of
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OUR WESTERN CANADA REPRESENTATIVES
ALBERTA :
FDH Holdings Ltd. Bawif 780) 608-8491
Danny Nobbs Bonanza 780) 864-1289
Jill Feniak-Splane Boyle 7803 689-3386
Herb de Hoog Camrose (780) 672-2339
Colin Pellerin Debolt 780) 957-2000
Henry Vos Fairview 780) 835-4632
Double HH Consulting Fort Saskatchewan (780) 992-9415
Smoky Seed Company Ltd. Guy é780 837-1334
Kelsey Solick Halkirk (403) 884-23!
Alvin Peck Lacombe (403) 782-9419
Benchmark Seeds Ltd. Lethbridge 3§ 320-5987
Albert Michaud Manning 780) 836-24-
Share All Farms Ltd. Marwayne (780) 847-2022
K & S Sharpe Farms Ltd. Munson (403) 823-6761
EFD Ventures Ltd. Peace River (780) 332-4337
Accur-Ag Ponoka 403) 588-4689
Crop Tech Agro Ltd. Provost 780) 753-3150
Darcy Koester ~ Rockyford (403) 901-3560
Bauer Six Ltd. Torrington (403) 994-1149
Webb's Crop Services Vermilion 780) 853-6565
Kittle Farms Ltd. Viking 780) 336-2583
Markert Seeds Ltd. Vulcan 403) 485-6708
Hegland Seed Farm Wembley (780) 766-2450
Terry & Angie Rimmer Westlock (780) 349-2201
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Sylvan Raaen Rolia (250) 219-1778
MANITOBA
Stewart Floyd Arborg (204) 364-2308
Hugo Preun Bagot (204) 871-0309
Bangert Farms Ltd. Beausejour (204) 268-1268
McCausland Ag & Air Boissevain 204) 534-6343
Bud McKnight Seeds Ltd. Carman 204) 745-2310
Crystal View Seeds Inc. Crystal City 204) 873-2284
Fisher Seeds Dauphin 204) 622-8800
Barry & Tracy Chappell Hamiota 204) 764-2844
Matthew Dixon Kenville 204) 734-8461
BBF Enterprises Ltd. Letellier 204) 737-2605
Scott Sambrook Medora 204) 665-2105
Norman Hildebrand Morden (204) 822-3853
Doug and Jason McLaren Neepawa 204) 476-2785
Saskitoba Farms Ltd. Pierson 04) 634-2283
Mike Payette Rathwell (204) 749-2243
Arron Nerbas Shellmouth (2 3
Joe Sierens Somerset (204) 744-2883
Fraser Ag Services ouris (204) 483-73
Marc Hutlet Seeds Ltd. Steinbach (204) 422-5805
C.M. Agra Limited Winnipeg (204) 633-6010
SASKATCHEWAN
Petruic Seed Farm Avonlea 306) 868-2294
Jim Bletsky Canora 306) 563-4991
Colin Schulhauser Cupar 723-4721
Rob Stone Davidson 306) 567-8528
Dale Leftwich Este 306) 745~
Primepro Frontier 306) 296-2233
Hanmer Seeds Ltd. Govan 306) 484-2261
Murray Chutskoff Kamsack 306) 542-3001
Cheyne Agri Services Ltd. Kipling 306) 736-2282
Roley Rumbold Kuroki 306) 338-3
Phil & Pat Gerwing Lake Lenore 306) 368-262
Jason Simpson Maidstone 306) 291-8744
Chris Lincoln Mam 306) 646-2161
Philip Mansiere M w 306) 864-2914
Brian Doane Moaosomin 306) 435-9975
Hetland Farms Ltd. Naicam 306) 874-5694
Nachtegaele Agri Services North Battleford 306) 445-3347
Keg Farms Limited Outlook 306) 867-8667
Turtlecreek Sales Radisson 306) 827-7740
Sun Tan Farm Lid. Regina 306) 757-7002
Lawrence Custom Ag Lid. Rosetown / Wilkie 306) 831-7843
Jim Flath Saskatoon 306) 221-4837
Kevin Larsen Shellbrook 306) 747-2685
Nutrigain Feeds Ltd. Swift Current 306) 773-9114
Meridian Ventures Inc. Tisdale 306) 873-5473
Larry Briggs Unity 306) 228-3157
Ardell Seeds Ltd. Vansc 306) 668-4415
Cam Stokke Watrous 306) 946-2804
Jack Giroux Weyburn 306) 842-4727
Rod Sveinbjornson Wynyard 306) 554-2918
Super Seed Yellow Grass 306) 465-2727
Rob Bletsky Yorkton 306) 783-7630

the new variety’s dis-
tribution.

Jim Helm, head of
livestock feed research
at the Field Crop De-
velopment Centreand
the plant breeder who
developed Sundre,
said drought, low feed
grain prices and BSE
had conspired to dull
interest in new feed
barley varieties at the
time that BT566, as
Sundre was then
known, was coming
to fruition.

Helm said there
were no takers in the
first year that the va-
riety was put out for
bid contracts.

Mastin had noticed
BT566 at a Lacombe
experimental station
field day.

“It was taller. Its
heads were bigger. It had bigger leaves.
And it wasn’t even part of the tour
because nobody was really in the mar-
ket for new barley;” he said.

The second year that Mastin visited
Lacombe, he was told that BT566 was
ready for release but it still didn’t have
ahome.

Feed grain prices were low, and
BSE and a rising Canadian dollar
had battered the cattle business. Im-
ported American corn was keeping
alid on barley prices so nobody ap-
peared interested in marketing a
new barley.

Mastin filed a first time application
for distribution of a new variety and
was in line to take BT566 home.

“Bob had an idea that caught the
committee’s imagination,” Helm
said.

“We'’ve released 29 varieties out of
here and Mastin’s idea might be worth
atry. He’s a farmer and his idea might
appeal to other farmers.”

Mastin said one advantage working
for him is that he doesn’t have the high
marketing costs of large seed compa-
nies.

“When big seed companies release
a new variety, they often kill it by ex-
tracting every penny from it they can
in the first two years. Seed growers

amplify the problem by jacking their
prices to rates as high as the market
can stand,” he said.

“Commercial grain growers then
feel justified in buying a mini-bulk bag
of seed the first year and then brown-
bagging it from there on in.”

Mastin said this creates a situation
where plant breeders’
rights fail to deliver to the
breeding institutions and
seed companies.

“A couple of years after
a great new variety is re-
leased seed growers end

tended crop as commer-
cial grain at the local el-
evator.”

In Mastin’s proposal to
obtain distribution rights
for Sundre barley, he
pitched breeders on the
concept of an initial levy
of about six percent the first year, re-
ducing it by one percent each year af-
ter the variety’s release.

“A much lower levy than you nor-
mally see,” he said.

“I'm also asking my seed growers to
resist overcharging in the first two
years. Not going out there asking $8 a
bushel just because you can get it”

Mastin’s plan is designed to make

Sundre barley, right, is noticeably different from a leading barley
variety grown in neighbouring plots on Mastin’s farm. The Sundre
variety has much longer awns, a larger seed size and a bigger

head. (Bob Mastin photo)

“We’ve released
29 varieties
out of here and
Mastin’s idea
might be worth a
up selling their carefully try. He’s a farmer
and his idea
might appeal to
other farmers.”

— Jim Helm,
Alberta Agricuiture

Besides growing certified grain, Bob Mastin trades commodities, stocks and
minerals. He travels with his charts and keeps in touch with his Winnipeg broker
no matter where he is, even mountain tops. (W photo by Michael Raine)

the variety affordable for certified
growers and for them to sell the new
variety cheap enough that commercial
growers won’t bother increasing their
own Sundre.

The plan, if producers follow it,
should result in more bushels grown,
cleaned and sold by seed growers and
greater PBR returns be-
cause the variety is plant-
ed as registered seed rath-
er than commercial.

“It’s going to have one
of the lowest levies of any
barley out there and with
the high yields it should
undersell the competition
... and it means there are
no excuses for skirting the
law.” he said.

With only days to go be-
fore applications closed
for distribution rights, a
large seed company
dropped its finely crafted, traditional
PBR application for BT566 into the
ring.

Mastin was told he needed to flesh
out his plan orlose BT'566 to the grain
company.

With an around-the-clock effort
Mastin and his assistant remodeled
the Mastin Seeds application. A late
night 100 kilometre drive to Lacombe
and Mastin’s unique distribution plan
would seal his rights for BT566 and
change its name to Sundre.

Careful planting

The spring of 2006 left Mastin with
the only 60 bu. of Sundre in exis-
tence.

He responded by hiring a contract
grower in the Peace River district who
planted a portion of the crop on two
10 acre fields 16 kilometres apart to
reduce the risk of hail.

The result was a 160 bu. per acre
grain yield on the seed increase.

“Now I'm hoping I can convince my
fellow seed growers to produce some
Sundre and resist the urge to push the
price too high,” he said.

Mastin hopes to entice seed growers
with agronomic data, signs, co-op ad-
vertising and no special grower mem-
berships beyond the Canadian Seed
Growers Association.

Mastin recently added a second crop
to his distribution stable with the rights
to Mustang oats.





